














Cultural Resources Study for the Harikrishna Retail/Commercial Center Project

MANAGEMENT SUMMARY/ABSTRACT

At the direction of Empire Design Group, Inc., a cultural resources study was conducted
by BFSA Environmental Services, a Perennial Company (BFSA) for the proposed Harikrishna
Retail/Commercial Center Project. The project consists of a proposal to develop a gas station and
convenience store along with associated parking and infrastructure within 1.89-acre property. The
project is identified as Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNs) 1201-311-02 to -05 and 1201-301-14,
-15, and -19) and is located at the northeast corner of Palm Avenue and West 5" Street in the city
of Highland, San Bernardino County, California. The project is situated within Section 4,
Township 1 South, Range 3 West in the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Redlands, California
Quadrangle.

The purpose of this investigation was to locate and record any cultural resources within the
project and subsequently evaluate any resources as part of the City of Highland environmental
review process conducted in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
The archaeological investigation of the project includes an archaeological records search
conducted at the South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) at California State University,
Fullerton (CSU Fullerton) in order to assess previous archaeological studies and identify any
previously recorded archaeological sites within the project or in the immediate vicinity. The
records search identified eight previously recorded resources (one prehistoric and seven historic)
within one mile of the project; however, no resources are recorded within the subject property. A
Sacred Lands File (SLF) search was also requested from the Native American Heritage
Commission (NAHC).

Survey conditions were generally good. The property has been previously cleared and
appears to have been graded, which provided an excellent unobstructed view of the ground surface.
According to aerial photographs, the project has been vacant since at least the late 1930s. The
Phase I survey of the Harikrishna Retail/Commercial Center Project did not result in the
identification of any cultural resources within the project.

Based upon the results of the field survey and aerial photographs, no prehistoric or historic
sites are present within the boundaries of the current project. The proposed project will not impact
any cultural resources, and, consequently, mitigation measures will not be required as a condition
of approval for this project. A copy of this report will be permanently filed with the SCCIC at
CSU Fullerton. All notes, photographs, and other materials related to this project will be curated
at the archaeological laboratory of BFSA in Poway, California.
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4.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

The cultural resources survey for the Harikrishna Retail/Commercial Center Project was
negative for the presence of archaeological sites. As a result of recent clearing of the property,
ground visibility during the survey was excellent. Further, property research indicates that the
project has been vacant since at least the late 1930s. A review of aerial photographs shows the
property has been repeatedly cleared and graded while improvements to adjacent roads have also
impacted the subject property. Therefore, as a result of the research findings, the documented
land use of the property, and the current survey results, it is very unlikely that any cultural
resources exist within the project.

Given that no archaeological sites, features, or artifacts have been identified within or
adjacent to the project, no potential impacts to cultural resources are associated with the proposed
development. The archaeological study was completed in accordance with the City of Highland
environmental policies and CEQA significance evaluation criteria. Based upon the absence of any
cultural resources within the subject property, site-specific mitigation measures will not be
required for this project. Further, as a result of previous ground-disturbing activities and the
absence of identified cultural resources within the project boundaries, there is little potential for
cultural resources to be present or disturbed by the proposed development. No further
archaeological study or mitigation measures are recommended as a condition of permit approval
based upon the results of the current study.

4.0-1



Cultural Resources Study for the Harikrishna Retail/Commercial Center Project

5.0 LIST OF PREPARERS AND ORGANIZATIONS CONTACTED

The archaeological survey program for the Harikrishna Retail/Commercial Center Project
was directed by Principal Investigator Brian F. Smith. The archaeological fieldwork was
conducted by Director of Field Operations Clarence Hoff. The report text was prepared Andrew
Garrison. Report graphics were provided by Emily Soong. Technical editing and report
production were conducted by Courtney McNair. The archaeological records search was requested
from the SCCIC at CSU Fullerton.
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APPENDIX A

Resumes of Key Personnel
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APPENDIX B

Archaeological Records Search Results
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APPENDIX C

NAHC Sacred Lands File Search
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